
Ahoy, one and all! Greetings from the Captain of the SS Guild!

As we navigate our “storytelling ship” through some heavy seas and strong headwinds, I’d 
like to bring you up-to-date on our voyage so far: Some of you may have already noticed 
that our ship’s log, this ‘In the Wind’ newsletter, about our upcoming events, has been 
delayed in reaching port. That is the result of two powerful forces hindering our normally 
speedy progress: one is our diminishing number of active sailors and the other stems from 
Typhoon COVID, which sent us into the tentacled arms of the sea-monster, ZOOM!

Alas! In ordinary, non-seafaring terms, our membership is dwindling (as well as aging). Compounding that, 
during the pandemic, our older audiences got so used to listening to our storytelling programs on Zoom that 
they now do not want to surrender their devices and come back into the real world. For storytellers who prefer 
live, in-person audiences, that is a big problem!

So at this time, those of us on the Board (and our supporters) are looking for ways to boost our audience share 
in the live entertainment world. We seek to widen our appeal to younger audiences and involve them in 
traditional storytelling, in storytelling that is meaningful to them. At the same time, we see a need to welcome 
our older audiences back to our live performances. As you all are well aware, it is an electronic world, and we 
have not found how to fit back into the real world just yet. We are certainly trying to meet that challenge. 

We ask: where should we hold our shows? That is quite a conundrum because we are not sure who will be in 
our audience! Do we opt for smaller more local venues, hoping for audiences specific to neighborhoods 
throughout Seattle? Do we try to fill a larger, more centralized hall, which may involve undesirable travel for 
older folks as well as a loss of younger listeners who may prefer a tavern scene or sports bar venue? Do we 
value one listening population over another? How do we balance these competing preferences?

Thus, our scheduling for this season has lagged behind our normal pace. Usually by now, we are set with tellers 
and programs from September through April or May. This year, we could not even have a September program: 
we had the place, but, when even several of the Board members could not attend, we had to cancel our event. 
We will continue to have our Friday StorySwaps on Zoom, the first Friday of every month (except November, 
because of the Forest Festival in Port Angeles and January, which falls on New Years Day).

This is an All Hands on Deck situation! We want to urge you all, each one of you 
reading this message, not to abandon ship! Keep on sailing along with us, 
but please help pull the oars or summon favorable winds if you are able. 
Help us reach “StoryStrong Harbor”! 

At the very least, please let us know your thoughts:
Board@seattlestorytellers.org

Thank you, Anne Brendler,
                                      President, SSG     
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